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$History
Suzy Komen died of breast cancer in 1980. 

Her sister, Nancy G. Brinker, promised her that 
she would do everything she could to end the 

disease, so that others wouldn’t suffer as Suzy did. 
In 1982, that promise became Susan G. Komen®.

Since 1982, Komen has funded more breast 
cancer research than any other nonprofit. We 
serve millions of women every year; we fight   
for research and treatment dollars, and we 
invest more than 80 cents of every dollar

 to Komen’s mission to 
end breast cancer forever.

Research  
We’ve funded more than $790 million in breast 
cancer research since 1982. 
We currently fund more than 500 active grants 
worldwide.
We work along the entire cancer continuum.

Environmental: role of air pollution, toxins, etc. since 
Komen was founded in 1982

Prevention: diet, nutrition, genetic factors, risk reduction

Better screening: blood and tissue tests for breast cancer; 
better technology, more widely available

Metastatic cancers: new treatments for the most 
aggressive forms of breast cancer 

Women of Color and the Underserved:  
Ending the disparities that make breast 
cancer worse in women of color and the 
medically underserved

Community Health 
Research gets us so far. We need to 
help women today, especially those 
with no insurance and few resources.

Komen and its network of more 
than 115 Affiliates annually fund nearly 2,000 community 
organizations providing free or reduced cost screenings, 
paying for groceries and living expenses, helping with 
treatment costs (including surgeries and aftercare). 

Komen has invested nearly $1.6 billion in community 
programs since 1982. These organizations provided more 
than 540,000 screenings to underserved women in 2012 and 
financial and social support – wigs, transportation, 
co-pays and living expenses – to another 50,000+.

Advocacy  
Komen Advocacy’s network of more 
than 450,000 advocates work with local 
and national governments to preserve 
and promote access to breast health, cancer 
care, and investment in research.  

Advocates at the state and federal levels were able to help 
protect a combined $300 million of funding in 
FY2013 for the National Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Early Detection Program (NBCCEDP).

Global Programs 
A coming cancer tsunami will affect 

countries with the fewest resources to 
deal with it. 

Komen is bringing breast cancer programs 
to more than 30 countries, focused on developing 

nations in Africa, Latin America, Asia, the Middle East and 
central Europe.

...nearly 

$1.6 billion 
in community programs 

since 1982.

At-a-Glance Facts About Komen and Our Mission:

Komen is bringing breast cancer 
programs to more than 

30 countries, 
focused on developing nations in 
Africa, Latin America, Asia, the 
Middle East and central Europe.

 $790 
million 

in breast cancer 
research since 1982. 

Since 1982, Komen has funded 
more breast cancer 
research than any 
other nonprofit.



*All statistics below are specific to the United States.
The State of Breast Cancer in the United States:

•	 Aside from skin cancer, breast cancer is the most common cancer among 
women, accounting for nearly 1 in 3 cancers diagnosed.

•	 More than 232,000 cases of breast cancer will be diagnosed among women 
and 2,200 cases of breast cancer in men are expected to be diagnosed in 
2013.

•	 Every 2 minutes, a woman is diagnosed with a case of breast cancer.

•	 Every 13 minutes, one woman will lose her life to breast cancer.

•	 White women have a higher incidence of breast cancer than African 
American women, yet African American women are more likely to die from 
breast cancer at every age. 

•	 African American women are more likely than white women to be 
diagnosed with breast cancer before age 45 and are more likely to be 
diagnosed with larger tumors (greater than 5 cm) than white women.

•	 White, African American, and American Indian/Alaska Native women 40 
years of age and older reported similar prevalence of having a mammogram 
in the past two years, however, the prevalence of mammography screening 
is lower in Hispanic women and  in Asian women.

•	 Only about 51 percent of women 40 and older reported having a 
mammogram in the last year.

•	 Breast cancer is the most common cause of cancer death for women 40-59, 
and is 2nd only to lung cancer in cancer deaths among all women 

•	 An estimated 39,620 women and 410 men will die from breast cancer in 
2013.

•	 In 1980, the 5-year relative survival rate for women diagnosed with early 
stage breast cancer (cancer that hasn’t left the breast) was about 74%. 
Today, that number is 98%.

•	 There are more than 2.9 million breast cancer survivors in the U.S.
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